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The National Black Bear Festival  

The annual award-winning Black Bear Festival is setting the pace 
 

PLYMOUTH, NC –  
 
The wildly successful, award-winning National Black Bear Festival is hosting their 12th Anniversary on Friday 
evening June 5th and all-day Saturday, June 6, 2026 in Plymouth, Bear-olina.  The festival was created in 2015 
to celebrate the little-known fact that coastal North Carolina has the world’s largest black bears. Plymouth is 
located on the Albemarle Peninsula which has the highest black bear densities on the planet according to the 
state black bear biologist.  The festival has been the recipient of many awards, including NC “Event of the 
Year” several times and “Best Festival” in the Southeastern US twice. Each year Bear Fest regularly attracts 
people from over 20 states and several foreign countries.   
 
The event’s popularity has a lot to do with the broad appeal of black bears along with a heaping helping of fun 
and creativity. According to festival founder Tom Harrison, “No matter what age or interests a person has, 
almost everyone loves bears!”  Therefore, the festival’s mainstay is wild bear tours conducted on a local wildlife 
refuge, as well as presentations by the NC Black Bear Biologists, and a wildlife photography presentation. 
There are many other bear-themed activities at the event, including, a black bear theater film, the world’s first 
mechanical bear ride (like a mechanical bull), and a children’s bear train ride. They also have an educational 
40-yard dash called “Can You Out Run A Bear?” Race in which a participant’s running/walking speed is 
measured and they receive a free sticker for whatever animal they outran – whether that is a snapping turtle, a 
mouse, ‘possum, rabbit, or something faster. In doing so, they learn no human can outrun a black bear. 
 
This year is special because they will be celebrating America’s 250th.  There will be a fife & drum corps coming 
from Colonial Williamsburg, bagpipes and the 2Nd Marine Air Wing Band coming along with other period 
musicians.  There will also be Revolutionary War re-enactors from three regiments doing period 
demonstrations and a children’s interactive play called “Tales of Freedom”.  These are just a few of the 40 
activities planned for the event.  The big news is the first-ever drone show in this area celebrating America’s 
250th and our magnificent black bears on Saturday night.  There will be 20 scenes changing every 45 seconds 
immediately followed by our famous Reflections on the Roanoke Fireworks Show blasting off from 6 barges.   
  
This festival is unique because it is more than just an ordinary festival with food and craft vendors, (although 
there are plenty of those too).  It is unique because of its black bear focus and because it is located on the 
banks of the Roanoke River with many events on the water that other festivals don’t offer.  The festival is also 
remarkable because it provides education with a heaping helping of family fun through all their lively activities.  
For details visit NationalBearFest.com 
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About National Black Bear Festival 
The award-winning National Black Bear Festival is happening on Friday night, June 5th, and all-day Saturday, 
June 6th in Plymouth, NC – “Where traffic ends and the adventure begins!” For more information visit: 
www.nationalbearfest.com. 
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